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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Council Transportation Committee recommends support of the Safe Highways and 
Infrastructure Preservation Act (SHIPA) and authorizing the Mayor to send a letter to 
Representative Anna Eshoo urging her to cosponsor the legislation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT—There is no fiscal impact associated with this recommendation. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
In March 2003, the Council Transportation Committee (CTC) discussed this item as a result of 
the Coalition Against Bigger Trucks (CABT) contacting the City to support legislative efforts 
setting national standards to restrict the size and weight of tractor-trailer rigs on the National 
Highway System (NHS).  Current Federal regulations allow states to set these limits.  In 
California, regulations prohibit triple-trailer trucks, trucks over 80,000 pounds and over 53' in 
length, while other states, such as Oregon, allow longer, triple-trailer trucks. 
 
CABT is asking local agencies to urge their Congressional Representatives to cosponsor the 
Safe Highways and Infrastructure Preservation Act, which will freeze the length of tractor-
trailer rigs at 53' and 80,000 pounds on the entire NHS.  Once there are a sufficient number of 
cosponsors, Representative James McGovern will introduce this legislation. 
 
Currently, Mountain View's Congressional Representative, Anna Eshoo, is not a cosponsor, 
and on March 19, 2003, the CTC recommended the City Council support SHIPA and urge 
Representative Eshoo to cosponsor the legislation.  The draft CTC meeting minutes are 
included as Attachment 1, and the staff report to the CTC is included as Attachment 2. 
 
At the March 2003 CTC meeting, the Committee also asked if the League of California Cities 
(League) had taken a position on this issue.  The League indicated they support SHIPA. 
 
One of the main concerns with larger tractor-trailer rigs is safety as longer and heavier trucks 
are less stable and more prone to rollover and accidents involving surrounding vehicles.  
Information sheets from CABT, citing these safety issues, are included in the staff report to 
the CTC in Attachment 2. 
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